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project 2.3
Storage and Security: Bikes
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	background
	Our houses should be as efficient as a bicycle

William Lethaby, founder of the Central School, 1912.

Bicycle security has become a highly topical subject of debate for Londoners. Factors such as the introduction of Congestion Charging, questions about security on public transport, concerns over health, obesity and carbon emissions have all contributed to a vast increase in the numbers of people cycling in the capital. This is despite an inflexibility of current cycle lane, parking and storage infrastructure to deal with it. Provision of adequate facilities remains a priority of the Mayor’s 2004 Cycling Action Plan. Meanwhile, evidence suggests that the majority of parking facilities are inadequate from both a space and security perspective (currently, Central Saint Martins at Southampton Row has parking space for less than 100 bicycles - this is for a building that regularly sees 2,000 visitors in a day). The more bicycles on the road, the more opportunity there is for them to be stolen.  In London last year, 22,000 bicycles were reported stolen. Studies have shown that of the 22% of all cyclists that experienced bicycle theft, 17% stopped cycling as a result. The negative impact cycle theft is having on the Mayor’s desired objective of increasing cycle usage in London couldn’t be stated more clearly. One factor that worries a lot of potential cyclists is the problem of where to store a bicycle at home. Most houses do not take this into consideration. Bicycles left on the street, in a garden or shed are a target for theft. Bicycles left in a hall, corridor or lobby are a nuisance. 
This project is about addressing the needs of cyclists and the behaviour of cycle thieves in the context of a city like London. The aim is to provide functional, attractive and secure bicycle storage in a domestic environment. 
When designing new products designers take on board, consciously or unconsciously, factors and issues which influence their decision-making process. These may be classified according to ‘models,’ through which we can gain a greater understanding of the design process, and the agendas behind it. This project is concerned with an analysis of a system of use.

When considering a system of use, it is often beneficial to consider alongside this, a system of misuse and abuse. Taking a ‘sideways’ look at products from the point-of-view of a non-typical or undesirable user, such as an adaptive criminal gives great insight into ways of tackling crime through design.

So-called ‘security’ products take this to an extreme and contribute to the ‘fortress’ aesthetic of after-market fixes to security concerns.

Designers rarely take on board issues of crime-prevention in the design of new products. Vulnerability of a product to crime, or to the criminal use to which a product might be put are most often problems noticed in hindsight with a view to some sort of post-design fix. This is far from ideal.

An effective designer needs to develop their ability to foresee benefits and problems with particular systems, and their improvement through design intervention. In this case systems of bike security, personal security, anti-social behaviour, access, property theft, vandalism.

Recent years have seen a number of initiatives related to addressing these situations from an environmental point of view. Secured by Design (SBD), Designing out Crime Association (DOCA), Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED), COPS. A more reflective, culturally aware, and predominantly object-based approach may be seen in work created by the ‘Design Against Crime’ (DAC) research centre at Central Saint Martins. During this project you will be working with experts in all of the above, as well as generating innovative research around bicycle parking facilities in the UK.

The BikeOff Research Initiative was set up in January 2004 to establish how the design of cycling related objects and environments, as well as communicating best secure practice to cyclists and providers of cycle infrastructure, may reduce the risk of bike theft.

Lethaby Quote from: A. Romney Green, ‘Principles and Evolution of Furniture Making –V. Art and Science’ The Burlington Magazine for Connoisseurs Vol. 21, No. 114 (Sep., 1912), pp. 324-328.



	brief
	You are asked to research and document a visual narrative relating to issues of secure cycle ‘parking’ and storage in the home.

You are asked to create proposals for a cycle parking/storage facility suitable for the types of dwelling common in London. This must address the needs of cyclists, but also the relevant health and safety and usability aspects. Solutions may be ‘stand-alone,’ or somehow integrated into a larger system (including the bicycle).
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